314.   LETTER TO DR. M. A. ANSARf

September 15, 1928

DEAR DR. ANSARI,

This will be presented to you by Mr. Mahomed Khan who was
with me in South Africa. He is at present on the Railways. He
has been ailing for some years. He once wanted a note to Hakim
Saheb which I gave him. He tells me that Hakim Saheb's
treatment gave him relief for the time being. He has again a
relapse. He now wants a note to you, which I gladly give. I
know you will give him what advice is possible.

Ttm sincerely,

DR. M. A. ANSARI
1 DARYAGUNJ, DELHI

From a photostat: S.N. 13524

315.   AHMEDABAD AND ITS DEAF AND DUMB

If, although I live near Ahmedabad, I hardly write anything
about it, it is not because of my unwillingness but because of my
inability to do so. I have often felt the urge to participate in the
life of this city, but it has subsided every time. Friends suggested
that I should enter the municipality and work in it I should
certainly like to, but I never had the courage to try. Let no
resident of Ahmedabad believe that now, on the brink of death,
I have acquired that courage. I have mentioned this only in
order to admit that I have still to repay the debt that I owe to
Ahmedabad.

Shri Pranshankar Desai is running a school for the deaf and
dumb in Ahmedabad. I have been acquainted with it since 1915,
i.e., ever since I came to live here. From that very time I have
believed that such institutions should be located outside the city.
This school will now move outside the city. In accordance with
the wishes of Sheth Mangaldas, its foundation-stone was laid by me
last week.1 In rny opinion, we are late by twenty years. The
school was started twenty years ago. However, the choice of its
site did not lie with Shri Pranshankar. It rested with the ruling

1 Vide "Speech at Deaf and Dumb School, Ahmedabad^ 7-9-1928.